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Springfield Township, Bucks County
2320 Township Road           ▪           Quakertown, PA 18951           ▪             610-346-6700           ▪          www.springfieldbucks.org  

Board of Supervisors

MINUTES

June 26, 2012

Supervisors Present: Barbara Lindtner, John Oehler and Rob Zisko Not Present: Volker Oakey and Dave Long
Also Present: Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, Bob Wynn, Township Engineer, Chief Michael McDonald, Rich Schilling,
Township Manager and Jason Wager, Secretary/Treasurer

Barbara Lindtner, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 7:35 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.

Approval of Minutes

Rob Zisko moved to adopt the May 22, 2012, minutes as presented. John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Bills for Approval

Rob Zisko moved to approve the following bills paid from May 18 thru June 22, 2012:

1. General Fund $ 28,666.78 4. Subdivision & Escrow $ 4,695.26
2. Liquid Fuels $ 493.08 5. Special Fees $ 958.60
3. Open Space $ 94,752.15 6. Street Light $ 470.66

John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Reports

Road Department (posted) – The 5/11/2012 thru 6/21/2012 report was reviewed. The Road Department performed blacktop
patching, cleaning of road ditches and equipment maintenance on their vehicles. They also started mowing along the roadsides
in the Township. Several signs, including twelve Open Space signs, were installed. They performed 632 hours of road
maintenance, 127 hours of equipment maintenance, 62 hours of building maintenance, 8 hours of sign maintenance and 116
hours of roadside mowing during this time period.

Police Report – Chief McDonald reported 177 total calls for service in May, including 14 performed by the State Police. There
were six reportable crashes. The value of property stolen in the Township during May was $3,474.

Chief McDonald and Officer Sepulveda participated in the annual “Heroes 100 Softball Game” on June 2. The fund provides
scholarships to children of fallen police, fire and EMS personnel in Bucks County and the opportunity to further their education
beyond high school with little or no cost to them. The event raised over $10,000 for the fund.

All officers attended “Mandatory In-Service Training” in June. This is a requirement by the Municipal Police Officers Education
and Training Commission. Chief McDonald reported that he is trying to secure a K-9 dog for this year’s Community Day.

Chief McDonald discussed a letter received from Richland Township Police Chief Richard Ficco, Sr. commending Officer Jules
Sepulveda in helping with a Richland Township police incident.
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The status of the Police vehicles was discussed. Car #1 (Crown Victoria) has been put out of service after failing inspection.
The Board asked Chief McDonald to look into a replacement vehicle that would possibly be budgeted for 2013. Also, a letter from
resident Peter Lamana was received in reference to a speed limit being put on Drifting Drive. The Board chose to put this on the
July Agenda.

Treasurer Report – The Board reviewed the current budget and balance sheets as of June 22 for the different funds. Jason
Wager highlighted some key points within the reports. The Township has received $339,960 in EIT revenue ($53,040 under
budget for 2012 and $58,864 less than 2011). Real Estate revenue was $29,360 under budget. The total revenue is $1,140,431
compared to $792,032 in 2011. The total YTD expenses are $623,342 ($13,759 under budget). The Township net income is
$517,090, putting the Township $312,082 over budget. The Board asked that the 2012 financial budget reports not include the
PPL settlement amount to better determine how the Township is performing financially.

Currently the reserve is at $611,054.75. Jason also reported that he and Rich Schilling attended a PMHIC meeting on June 5.
To date, the Township has gotten $35,131.48 in reimbursement for the medical plan cost surplus received in 2011. Rich and
Jason attended a free seminar at Lafayette College pertaining to Boroughs and Townships. One of the main topics was Social
Media. There are plans to have the Township more involved with this in the near future.

Township Manager – Rich Schilling discussed the meeting he, Chief McDonald and Emergency Management Coordinator Curtis
Reiss attended an Emergency Management meeting with Palisades School District on June 11. Details of emergency
management and response were discussed as well as upcoming trainings that are being coordinated in an effort to harmonize
departmental response and management with a school based incident or general emergency involving the school district.

Rich and Secretary/Treasurer Wager spoke with Standard & Poor’s representatives in regards to Springfield Township’s Bond
Rating. The Township’s rating remains unchanged with a AA- rating. Rich also stated that he has received some information
from the Fire Department and is still waiting for information from Springtown Water Authority in regards to the ISO Certification he
has been working on with them.

Rich performed 11 Use & Occupancy inspections for resale in May. Zoning processed a total of 27 permits in May for a total of
$7,216.50. Zoning has continued to be strong and sporadic for the year.

Public Comments on Agenda Items

There were no public comments on the Agenda Items.

Public Hearing – Conditional Use Application – Brandywine Transportation TMP #42-4-75 & 42-4-76

Scott MacNair, Township Solicitor, discussed the application received by Brandywine Transportation to permit the parking of
buses, to install an equipment building and fuel tank on an existing stone parking area on property located on Springfield Street
near the corner of Route 309 and Springfield Street. The property is zoned Planned Industrial and the proposed use is not
permitted in this district or any other. Section 402 of the Springfield Township Zoning Ordinance allows the Board of Supervisors
to permit uses that are not specifically addressed in the zoning ordinance by conditional use if certain factors are established.
Scott MacNair gave a brief explanation on how a formal Public Hearing was to be held. After his explanation, he asked if anyone
in the audience wanted to obtain Party Status. There was no one who responded to the request in the audience. Scott MacNair
explained that a court stenographer was present to swear in witnesses and record verbatim testimony and that a copy of the
hearing would be available through the court reporter directly.

Scott MacNair introduced the following exhibits:
T-1 Copy of the Condition Use Application
T-2 Copy of the letter to the Intelligencer regarding advertising of the hearing
T-3 Copy of the public notice that appeared in the newspaper
T-4 Copy of the letter sent to the applicants advising them of the Conditional Use Hearing
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T-5 List of the property owners living within five hundred feet of the property
T-6 Copy of the Proof of Publication that the public hearing was advertised in the Intelligencer
T-7 Affidavit of posting executed by Richard Schilling, Township Zoning Officer
T-8 Affidavit certifying Debbie Godshall, Assistant Zoning Officer, mailed the notices to the properties within five

hundred feet of the property
T-9 Affidavit of request for continuance by applicant
T-10 Review letters from Bob Wynn, Township Engineer

Scott MacNair confirmed that the Planning Commission recommended approval per the conditions of the conditional use.

Witnesses for the applicant were sworn in the by court stenographer. The witnesses were Chuck Halbeisen, William Gross, Scott
Mease and Christine Troxell. Steven Shelly represented Brandywine Transportation.

Mr. Shelly introduced the following exhibits:
A-1 Plot plan property
A-2 Landowner holding sketch (Tax Map)
A-3 Pictures of Brandywine location in Mertztown
A-4 Picture of bus lot in Mertztown
A-5 Testimonial letter from surveyor
A-6 Picture of fuel tank

Scott Mease, engineer for the applicant, Williams Gross, owner/operator of Brandywine Transportation, Chuck Halbeisen,
representing Hafer Equipment who would be installing the fuel tank, and Christine Troxel, who performed the traffic study, testified
for the applicant.

The Board reviewed the conditions and asked many questions of the witnesses. There was no public comment. A written
decision will be created by the Township Solicitor containing the Board’s decision and the conditions placed on this Conditional
Use agreement. Rob Zisko moved to approve the Conditional Use by Brandywine Transportation for TMP #’s 42-4-75 & 42-4-76
incorporating the conditions as previously stated which will be in the written decision done by the Township Solicitor. John Oehler
seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

New Business

(1) Resolution for Speed Reduction on Bodder & Gruverville Roads – Rich Schilling gave a brief description of the resolution
stating that it was determined that these roads should have speed limits posted at 25 MPH. Barbara Lindtner moved to approve
Resolution 2012-09 establishing maximum speed limits for Bodder and Gruverville Roads. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion
passed unanimously. Bob Wynn, Township Engineer, explained how a speed study is done and the possibility that the speed
limit could actually be increased over the 25 MPH, which does not require a study, if a speed study was performed since all other
MPH postings require studies. There were questions and comments by several of the homeowners living on Bodder Road about
the speed limit and conditions on Bodder Road.

Governmental Matters

The Board tabled any discussion for the next meeting.

Planning Matters

(1) Markland Lot Line Adjustment – Bob Wynn gave a brief explanation of the lot line subdivision. The Planning Commission
asked for the plan to be resubmitted to clean up some plan details prior to the meeting. Bob Wynn’s letter from June 20, 2012
showed the revisions of the plans originally submitted to the Planning Commission. The owner’s of TMP’s 42-5-58 and 42-5-59
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had already gone before the Zoning Hearing Board to receive a variance which was they were given with conditions placed on the
approval. Rob Zisko moved for the preliminary and final plan approval based on the June 20 letter from C. Robert Wynn and
Associates and the conditions placed by the Zoning Hearing Board. Barbara Lindtner seconded; the motion passed
unanimously.

(2) Resolution to approve the Koch Planning Module – Rob Zisko moved to adopt Resolution 2012-10 to submit to the
Department of Environmental Protection its approval for the Koch Sewage Facilities Plan Module. John Oehler seconded; the
motion passed unanimously.

Old Business

(1) Highland Grant – Barbara Lindtner moved to approve the Agreement with Heritage Conservancy providing for
reimbursement to Springfield Township of costs advanced from Highland Grants for the Ruhle Conservation Easement. John
Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

New Business

(2) Authorization to advertise vacancies – Barbara Lindtner moved to approve the advertisement of the vacancies that exist on
the Township Zoning Hearing Board, UCC Appeals Board, Environmental Advisory Council and Springtown Water Authority.
Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

(3) Vacation authorization for Road Crew Member and Secretary/Treasurer – Rob Zisko moved to authorize one week of
vacation for Jim Stahley and Jason Wager. John Oehler seconded; the motion passed unanimously.

Correspondence

The Board reviewed all received correspondence.

Public Comments

No public comment was given.

Supervisor Comments

Barbara Lindtner asked that Volker Oakey be involved the Police Contract negotiations. Barbara gave an Emergency Number
Contact list provided by Rich Pursell to the Board members and let everyone know that there is always a Road Crew member
available to contact 24/7.

John Oehler asked that he receive pension information from previous years from the Township Secretary/Treasurer.

Adjournment

At 10:43 p.m., Barbara Lindtner moved to adjourn the meeting. Rob Zisko seconded; the motion passed unanimously.
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Respectfully submitted,

Jason A. Wager
Township Secretary/Treasurer

Next meeting: July 24, 2012
Approved: July 24, 2012


